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MINISTER’S LETTER 

THERMOMETER OR THERMOSTAT: TURNING SETBACKS INTO SPRINGBOARDS 

These are challenging times, and it is difficult to find a silver lining to some of the 
darker clouds visible to everyone.   From election-year, rhetoric morphs to rancorous 
harsh economic austerity that continues to take its toll; and an ever increasing refugee 
crisis not even to mention insecurity precipitated by endless national and 
international conflicts.  But my message as we enter this summer is one of 
encouragement.  We need to remember that in history crisis times have often been 
the stimulus for creative new beginnings. Notable successes have been generated 
from the ashes of previous economic downturns. The fact that the foundations of 
people’s security and hopes have been shaken means people are open to look for 
alternative certainty elsewhere, presenting a golden opportunity to talk about God.   

We need to remember that Walt Disney lost an acting job as a movie extra and started 
his famous cartoon company in a garage during the recession of 1923-1924. William 
Hewlett and David Packard teamed up in Silicon Valley in 1938 during the Great 
Depression. And Bill Gates dropped out of college to launch Microsoft during the 
downturn of a recession in 1975. Crisis does seem to spawn an entrepreneurial spirit. 
When the sun is shining, most of us are content to let the boat sail under its own 
power -- and to sun bathe on the deck. When the clouds roll in and the boat begins to 
toss violently on the sea, creative people get encouraged to take risks and to chart 
new courses.  

As I look across the spectrum of the community that graces Lidgett Park Community I 
see potential and  numerous opportunities for mission to counter current decline in 
our church membership.  The fact that one in ten people attend church means we 
have nine ready for mission waiting to be invited. The refugee crisis presents 
wonderful opportunity to talk about the one who took refuge in Africa (Egypt) as a 
child.  

Perhaps the setback of the current economic downturn will help turn some of us from 
being thermometers to thermostats in these tough times? Thermometers simply 
reflect their environments. Thermostats change their environments!  There is no 
doubt we have had tough few years, and some of us or our relatives might be facing  
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WORSHIP IN  MAY 

1st May 10.30 am Revd. Dr Daniel Mwailu  Followed by General 

         Church Meeting 

    6.30 pm Chapel Allerton  Methodist Church 

8th May 10.30 am Mrs Susan Mason 

    6.30 pm Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

15th May 10.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Pentecost & HC 

    6.30 pm Chapel Allerton   Circuit Service 

22nd May 10.30 am Mrs Catherine Frieze    

29th May 10.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu 

    6.30 pm St Edmund’s Church   Ecumenical Service 

an uncertain future with their jobs. Those of us who have had setbacks know only too 
well that we have two choices when faced with setback:  Either to whine about 
our  fate or gather hope and courage and set some positive goals for making things 
better, and move on in faith. The single most important choice is between passivity, 
grumbling, and dejection on the one hand and exploration, resourcefulness, and 
enthusiasm for a new challenge on the other.  My encouragement to those going 
through a tough time is a prayer that the strength of God helps us move from being a 
melancholy thermometer to become a difference-making thermostat in our world.  
May we take courage from the words of Isaiah “those who wait upon God get fresh 
strength, they spread their wings and soar like eagles” (Is.40:30).  Jesus calls us to 
follow him as fishers of men (and women).  Fishermen go where the fish are. 
Fishermen constantly adapt their methods of fishing in order to catch the fish.  May 
we seize the opportunity offered by the long days of the summer to engage with our 
communities and maximize every opportunity to talk about our faith and our faithful 
God? 

 Daniel 

But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach  

you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with 

you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14: 26-27 NIV 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
Published simultaneously in the magazines of our Covenanting Churches, St 
Andrew’s URC and St Edmund’s CoE 
 

Eternal God,  to whom a thousand years are but as yesterday, save us from 

being enslaved by the temporal and the transient.  Help us to look forward 

with hope and determination.  Let our sinfulness teach us our utter 

dependence on you.  Make us brave , serene and strong, so that even in a 

world full of suffering and grief , may we be as lamps shining in the 

darkness. Help us to show the path that humanity   must now tread in its 

return to sustainable living.  And may our feet  be guided into the way of 

peace between each other and peace with all creation, through Jesus Christ , 

our Saviour and Lord.  

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 

Meeting at 7.45 pm on alternate Thursdays in the Community Hall.   Please come 
along and join us even if you've not been before.   You will be very welcome. 

12 May    COFFEE EVENING.   This is an OPEN evening so bring along however many 
people you like.    Funds raised are for The Project.   Books, plants, cakes etc. will be 
on sale.   Donations of plants would be very welcome. 

Please note that this event is in the Community Hall (where we hold our usual 
meetings) but starts at 7.30 pm and not 7.45 pm. 

26 May   Jackie Depelle  - "Crowning Glory: Chimney Pots".   Such variety, it's quite 
amazing..   This will be our last Speaker for this year, before our AGM and annual 
Lunch in June. 

Lynne Pullein 

THANK YOU from Viv Naylor. 

Thank you to all my friends at Lidgett Park for all the Get Well Cards and also the 

flowers sent to me. I do miss everyone and wish things were different, but it is not to 

be. My new address is 5, Chalner Close, Morley, LS27 0SB, telephone 24146036. 

God Bless,  Viv Naylor. 
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 THE SILENT WAITING 

A message from Irene Rajah. 

For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. Psalm 62:5 NRSV  

 

One thing you can say about the world we live in is that it’s a noisy place. Silence is not 
always easy to find. Most of us have to make an effort to seek out a quiet place from 
the noise around us. But what about the noise within us? How do we get away and 
find a quiet place from that clatter? 

Psalm 62:5 helps us to understand that our waiting upon God is to be a silent 
waiting—no fussing, but faith; no clamouring, but calm; no panicking, but peace; no 
striving, but stillness; no restlessness, but rest. 

Silent waiting upon God is only possible through the power of God’s grace working in 
us. However, we need to allow his grace to have its way in us and submit to his will. In 
verse 8 the Psalm tells us to ‘Trust in him at all times. O people; pour out your heart 
before him. God is a refuge for us.’ 

Submission to him means that we have stopped fighting against his will and resisting 
his ways. It means that we acknowledge him as the one who is in charge of our lives. 
Through submission we carry a prayer in our hearts that says, “your will, not mine; 
your agenda, not mine; your purpose, not mine; your timing, not mine.” Thankfully, 
God will keep you in perfect peace as you lean upon Him with complete trust and total 
submission (Isaiah 26:4) 

When we in darkness walk, 

Nor feel the heavenly flame, 

Then is the time to trust our God, 

And rest upon his name. 

 

Soon shall our doubts and fears 

Subside at his control, 

His loving-kindness shall break through 

The midnight of our soul. 

Toplady (1740 – 78) Hymns and Psalms 670 verses 3 & 4 
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FAITH AND WORKS 

‘As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead’ James 2:26 

The following was found by Margaret Mattocks among her father’s papers. He has 
been dead for over 40 years and, as Margaret says ‘plus ça change, c’est la même 
chose’. Ed. 

I planned an ultra modern home, but a Korean citizen whispered, ‘I have no home at 
all. 

I dreamed of a country place for the pleasure of my children, but an exile lad kept say-
ing, ‘I have no country’. 

I decided on a new cupboard right now but a child of Africa cried out, ‘I have no cup’. 

I started to purchase a new kind of washing machine, but an Indian woman said, ‘I have 
nothing to wash’. 

I wanted a deep freeze to store quantities of food but across the waters came the cry, ‘I 
have no food’. 

I ordered a new car for the pleasure of my loved one but an Arab orphan sobbed, ‘I 
have no loved one’. 

I planned a stained glass window above the choir stalls but a Mexican pastor mur-
mured softly, ‘My church has no walls’. 

(From the ‘Missionary Chronicle’, the official newsletter of the Prebyterian Women’s 
Missionary Union of Victoria). 

 

Joyce Wood has sent in the following which is also relevant. Ed.  

Jesus shut within a book 

Is not worth a passing look. 

But Jesus in the hearts of men 

Shows his tenderness again. 

 

Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or 
in prison, and did not help you?’. He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not 
do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me’. Matt 25: 44-45 (NIV). 
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Many thanks to all who attended our coffee morning on Sat March 12th, which was 
in aid of Home and Overseas Missions for the Methodist Church.  We raised £325:69 
in total, which will be shared equally between Home and Overseas Missions of the 
Methodist Church.  Many thanks to all who came and supported us from Lidgett Park 
Methodists, we really appreciate everyone giving their time to come to our Missions 
Coffee Morning on a very busy day in the Circuit !  

Please don’t forget to come to our next Coffee morning which will be held on Sat 
May 14th.  There will be Bacon Butties as usual, our lovely cake stall with lots of 
home baked cakes and buns and also an assortment  of bric a brac for sale in the 
church sanctuary – so no stairs to climb !  This is a bonus for many. 

Our May coffee morning   is  in  aid  of  Martin House Children’s Hospice, I am sure 
you'll agree,  a very worthwhile local cause. 

Do support us if you can!   We look forward to seeing you all on Saturday May 14th. 

God Bless, 

Ann Johnson Thorner Senior Church Steward 

Tel. 0113 289 3532 

THORNER BROADSHEET 

FRED’S QUIZ (answers on page 23) 

Each of the following clues leads to two words; one of them is one letter longer than 

the other. Find the answers then rearrange the extra letters to form the name of a 

district of Leeds. The number of letters shown applies after adding the extra letter. 

For example, Cautious and tired (5)  Weary: wary  E 

 

1. Cautious and tired (5) 

2. Not keen on poetry (6) 

3. Pal is a demon (6) 

4. Creamy cheese is short-lived (5) 

 

5. Fish operates in hospital (8) 

6. Hidden but apparent (6) 

7. Be jealous of ambassador (5) 

8. Rule or quit (6) 
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MAD HATTER'S TEA PARTY. 

When Jenny Dalton discovered that it was 150 years since the birth of “ Lewis Carroll “ 
she suggested to the Project group that we have a Mad Hatter's 
Tea Party to commemorate it. From then on, Jenny would come 
up with all sorts of ideas – even on her world trip she was finding 
the event being celebrated! The final result was our own Tea 
Party on March 12th which was a sell-out event.    

  The Mad Hatter (Sorry Audrey!) 

Far earlier than the day itself, a 
number of people were busy 
making things – Pat Nolan made 
several lovely knitted Alices and 

felt dormice; Audrey Gabbitas was kept busy making 
hats for a number of ladies ( and gents!) as well as her 
own Mad Hatter outfit and a friend of Jenny's offered 

to make a White Rabbit 
cake and a toadstool cake. This was in addition to all the 
usual preparation, not only by the Project group but by 
some of their family members as well. We were also lent a 
number of china cups, saucers and plates which we used 
randomly to create a haphazard look. ( It would be 
interesting to know if any-one noticed this – or perhaps we 
always seem haphazard! ) 

 The Queen of Hearts 

On the day, Val 
Faint brought along 
her collection of 
wonderful tea-pots 

to adorn the tables and produced a knitted 
Cheshire cat to sit alongside Audrey's looking – 
glass display.  

The food was – we hope – up to the usual 
Lidgett standard and the tables were heaving 
with all the cakes, buns, scones and 
sandwiches. The children had their own tables in the Gledhow room which were 
equally full. The atmosphere was buzzing and when the Knave of Hearts ( Reuben ) ran 
through the room being chased by the Queen of Hearts ( a very fearsome Jenny ) it 
completed the light-hearted feel.  
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Congratulations to Christine Firth who won the Best 
Hat prize - a sumptuous Easter egg  

The Tea Party raised £509. 40 which is a fantastic sum 
to add to our total and on behalf of the committee. I 
would like to extend our thanks, as always, for your 
whole-hearted support, for getting into the swing of 
the event by your hats and outfits, and words of appre-
ciation afterwards. It makes all the hard work worth-
while. 

Margaret Farrar.  

PROJECT NEWS:  SPRING INTO SUMMER WITH THE PROJECT! 

Sunday May 15th @ 1pm : Hog Roast lunch for all the family. Tickets will be on sale 
from mid-April and will cost £7.50 which will include dessert. Gluten-free and 
vegetarian can be catered for – just let us know when you buy the tickets. 

Friday June 17th  : Young Musicians Evening – David Wilks introduces us to a variety of 
talented musicians. Last year's event was a fantastic success so we look forward to 
another inspiring evening. 

Saturday July 16th @ 7pm : Summer Swing Dance Night with Rebecca Todd and The 
Little Big Band with dance demonstrations and inspiration from the Swing Dance duo. 
At the Queen's Hall, Immaculate Heart Church. Licensed bar.  

Dave and I went to see the band and the Swing Dancers “in action” at an event at 
Morley Town Hall earlier in the year. We are not great dancers so were watching from 
the sidelines, but even so, we enjoyed the atmosphere and the music was fantastic. So 
even if you may only be a spectator, why not come along for the entertainment, a chat 
with friends and a chance to see Rebecca and friends work their musical magic. Tickets 
are £10 and are available now.  

Thursday July 21st to Saturday July 23rd : Festival of Flowers,  in Church, when our 
“Flower Ladies” will be displaying all their skills and artistry on the theme of Countries 
of the World. Tea, coffee and scones will be served in the Chancel and donations 
gratefully received.   

The last three events will be advertised as widely as possible to try to encourage 
members from  other churches, the local community and across Leeds to join us. If you 
have a local shop, community notice-board or other means of advertising these events, 
do please let me know and I will let you have some display material. Thank you. 

Margaret Farrer on behalf of the project committee 
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ANOTHER ROUND CHAPEL 

Last year we ran a series on interesting churches and chapels in Yorkshire and one of 
those was the unusual octagonal Methodist chapel at Heptonstall (June 2015).  Several 
more were known in Methodism (Norwich, Rotherham and Whitby among others) and 
the octagonal shape probably related to the fact that in the 18th Century they were 
regarded more as preaching houses than churches since at that time people went to 
the Parish Church in the morning and then to the Methodist preaching later in the day. 

Recently I came across another round chapel 
in Yorkshire, but this time an Anglican one at 
Beamsley Hospital near Skipton and much 
older. It was founded by Margaret of 
Cumberland in 1593 and completed by her 
daughter, Lady Ann Clifford under the terms 
of a special charter granted by Queen 
Elizabeth. It is thought to have been inspired 
by the round churches of the Knights 

Templar, which were modeled on 
the circular Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem. The round 
nave of the Temple Church in the 
City of London is formed from an 
original Templar church (1185), 
subsequently added to. The curious, 
circular almshouse has seven rooms 
encircling a chapel which you must 
cross to reach the bedrooms, 
providing a daily encouragement to 
piety. The 11 rules of the Hospital 

from 1665 are still on display, so you can see how the ladies were expected to live. 

After the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry VIII, there were no longer any 
institutions to look after the poor and needy. Only in 1601 did the Poor Laws make this 
a duty of local government. Until then, the poor depended purely on the charity of 
individuals. It was up to the gentry and nobility to set an example in this work, and 
many of them founded almshouses to take care of the 'deserving' poor. Even after the 
new laws came in there was still a need for decent free housing for the old, and 
almshouses became a regular feature of village life. 

After Margaret’s death, Lady Ann Clifford added six further dwellings, each with a tiny 
attic, as a long range facing the road in front of the circular chapel, which is reached by  
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going through an arch in the terrace.  

The Hospital's income came from two farms, the rents from which kept the buildings 
in repair and paid the allowances promised to the Mother and each of the Sisters. 

The building is now rented out as holiday accommodation. 

Stan Pearson 

WORDS OF FAITH 

At the recent Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Bryan Rippin, which was held at 

Lidgett Park, we all said together the following statement of faith. Many of us found 

it an appropriate summery of what we believe and a fitting end to an uplifting service. 

It is taken from an Indonesian Creed and is reproduced here so that those who were 

not at the service can see it. Ed. 

We believe in God as parent, giving the earth to all people. 

We believe in God as Jesus, who comes to encourage and heal us. 

We believe in God as Spirit, who is creative in every person. 

We believe in the Church, light for all the nations and servant to all people. 

We do not believe in racism, privilege, unaccountable power. 

We do not believe we can ignore injustice at home or anywhere. 

We want to believe in simplicity, beauty, emotion, love, peace. 

We believe in God’s dream of a new heaven and a new earth, 

Where every end makes way for a new beginning.  

Amen. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jan and her family. 

A THOUGHT TO PONDER 

“If every man took only what was sufficient for his needs, leaving the rest to those in 
want, there would be no rich and no poor.” 

St Basil of Caesarea (Homily on Luke 12:18, 372 CE) 



12 

SING FREEDOM 

At the beginning of April, the Free Range Choir under their leader, Frances Bernstein, 

gave a performance entitled Sing Freedom which was hosted by Lidgett Park. From the 

beginning this was planned as an interfaith event in the hope that it would have 

something to offer people of all races and faiths. It tells the story of Frances’s family 

and their experience of living under Apartheid in South Africa. Her mother and father 

were both activists and her father was put on trial with Nelson Mandela and 

imprisoned for his work. Eventually, they had to flee the country and, in her early 

teens, Frances was able to join them in England. An account of this experience with 

slides and African music from the choir made for an enjoyable and thought-provoking 

afternoon. 

Over 150 people from different faiths and none attended, many of whom had never 

been to Lidgett or to any other Christian place of worship before. All were impressed 

with the welcome we gave them and the choir extends their thanks to the church for 

all the hard work put in to make the afternoon a success.  

Stan Pearson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end the choir was joined by South 

Africans in the audience, including one or 

our Methodist Ministers (Palo Tschume) and 

Zola, his wife. 
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Mrs D’S DIARY – a trip around the world continued. 

NORTH ISLAND NEW ZEALAND 

Have you ever seen those horror movies where the Hero goes to sleep and 

everything is normal but when he wakes up the next morning he is all alone in the 

world? Auckland was like that. The journey from the airport to the hotel was normal, 

the hotel was busy, however, as soon as we left the hotel to look round Auckland it 

was a ghost town. Not a sign of its inhabitants. 

The reason became clear when we took a tour on a hop-on, hop-off bus. They are a 

great way to see any city as they usually provide an excellent commentary, are 

relatively cheap and you can get on and off at will. Apparently, Auckland has the 

highest per capita boat-owing population in the world. 80% of its citizens have a boat 

and this being the weekend, the populus were taking advantage of the beautiful 

weather to do what people do on boats. One half of New Zealand’s population live in 

Auckland and it is surrounded by water. 

However, another (more plausible?) explanation was that the citizens of Auckland 

were watching the New Zealand rugby team play France in the final of the rugby 

world cup. Strange atmosphere in the hotel, which is French owned. 

The bus stopped outside the Auckland museum and, having developed a liking for 

museums we got off the bus and went in. The main display concerned the battle at 

Gallipoli during which thousands of Australian and New Zealand soldiers died. The 

display showing the terrain at Gallipoli was constructed by local school children in 

Minecraft (ask your grandchildren). It was full of memorabilia including letters sent 

home by soldiers at the front. Somehow I cannot imagine emails having the same 

impact. There was a wonderful interactive gallery primarily for children that was 

absolutely fascinating. Museums have come a long way since my youth. 

I never though cauliflower could be so interesting. Here they boil it, roast it, toast it, 

make puree out of it and flavour couscous with it. It was the vegetable we saw most 

regularly on menus yet not once did we see cauliflower cheese. 

As you may have gathered, I am quite a fan of harbour towns so we took a trip round 

Auckland harbour. Auckland has several harbours and our hotel overlooked one of 

the recently renovated ones. A relatively new development, not unlike Canary 

Wharfe. It was a beautiful day. Warm and sunny and we took advantage of the 

weather. One interesting fact we learnt on our tour was that in the 1800’s the 

garrison located at the entrance to the main harbour feared invasion from, of all  
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people, the Russians. So they built what became known as the magic guns 

emplacement. These were large cannons that could retreat into the hillside when fired 

thus protecting their crews from incoming fire. They would then reappear and fire 

their guns. A waste of time really as the Russians never appeared. 

Have you ever wondered why the All Blacks as so good at rugby? It is because they 

have large hands. Before you get any funny ideas, no I have not been examining their 

hands, it is just that coffee is served in glass-like tumblers that are narrow at the 

bottom and wide at the top, so wide, in fact, that our English hands could not hold 

them, the gap between our thumbs and first fingers could not encompass the cup. As 

if that isn’t enough they fill them to the brim with coffee so you can’t hold them or 

drink from them until they have cooled somewhat. 

Today we start our real trip to New Zealand. We collected our hire car from the Avis 

depot and we are told to head for the Southern Motorway. We were reminded that it 

was still Spring as the morning was quite chilly. However, the temperature in the car 

was slowly rising as we passed the Avis depot for the 4th time as I tried to direct us to 

the motorway. 

Motorway is a misnomer as it is no more than a two lane highway and lasts only for 5 

miles or so. However, driving is a pleasure in New Zealand as you rarely see another 

car and, as there are so few roads, losing your way, even with my navigation, is 

unlikely. 

We were headed for Roturua and its sulphur springs. The journey was easy and the 

scenery pleasant rather than spectacular. Strange how you can get an insight into 

people’s lives from something as innocuous as visiting the ladies. As usual there was a 

sign stating that the toilets were only for use by the cafe’s customers. Then a written 

notice explained that due to the closure of the toilets situated at the nearby beauty 

spot this has resulted in around 50 people a day asking to use the toilets. The notice 

explained that the café needed 2 electric pumps to keep the water running. They had 

a septic tank which now needed emptying twice rather than once a year, at a cost of 

2000 NZ dollars a time. This plus the cost of providing toilet rolls, soaps, hand towels 

etc. had greatly increased their costs and so made it harder to break even. 

Our actual destination was the Solitaire Lodge near Roturua. When we arrived I 

thought we had died and gone to heaven. Spectacular hardly describes the view, a 

large lake in the foreground, mountains in the back ground and blue skies above, 

glorious! In the evening we were treated to a 5 course meal that was worthy of the 

best French restaurants. Confession time – no details or descriptions of Roturua – we  
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never went there.  After almost a month of travelling, a glorious sunny day, fabulous 

views indolence took over and we stayed put in the lodge and rarely moved from the 

sun loungers, my diary for the day’s events was singularly lacking in content. 

Our next destination was Pallister Bay at the south end of North Island. It was a very 

long drive so we stayed overnight in Napier, a town famous for its art deco buildings. 

Our hotel was 5 star and it advertised itself as the best hotel in Napier. Heaven help 

Napier if that is the best. To use an illustration from the film world, do you remember 

Bates Motel from the film Psycho and the torn shower curtain? Well, in our case, the 

torn curtain was covering the window, the wardrobe door was hanging off and the 

food was inedible. Whether that coloured our view of Napier I am not sure, but we 

couldn’t wait to leave and head south to Pallister and the Wharekautrua Country 

Estate in, of all places, Featherstone. 

We drove the 200 miles from Napier to Pallister Bay in under 4 hours, which included 2 

stops. The roads are deserted, no traffic jams, few towns to drive through, in fact very 

little to hinder our journey south. Again, the scenery was pleasing rather than 

spectacular. 

Wharekautrua Estate is famous for 3 reasons. It is owned by James Cameron, the film 

director famous for directing the film Titanic. It is the largest sheep station in the North 

Island. The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge stayed there during their trip to New 

Zealand. We especially enjoyed our stay because the estate was holding a wine and 

champagne tasting event the weekend we were guests. For the only time during our 

trip to New Zealand we were able to spend some time with normal New Zealanders. 

The only other tourists staying there that weekend were an American couple from 

New York. 

The estate overlooks Pallister Bay, named after Sir Hugh Pallister, an officer in the 

Royal Navy and a friend of James Cook. It is a glorious place and we were fortunate to 

once again have superb weather. The estate is high on a hill overlooking the bay and is 

miles from anywhere. The only sound you hear is the bleating of the sheep.  

The two big talking points at dinner that evening were the upcoming semifinal match 

in the world cup featuring New Zealand and the future of the New Zealand flag. The 

government was spending over 26 million NZ dollars (about 13 million pounds) on 

places to redesign the New Zealand Flag. 5 designs were chosen and New Zealanders 

are to vote on whether to change from the existing flag and to choose their favourite 

design for a new flag. Opinion polls suggest that the vast majority, well over 80%, want 

to keep the present flag (On 23rd March they voted to keep the existing flag- Ed). Our  
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 dinner companions were not impressed with so much money being spent on 

something they regarded as trivial. Yet New Zealanders do value their national identity 

and hate being linked so closely with Australia in most people’s minds. 

Tonight is the semifinal match and because of the time difference it will take place 

during the early hours in New Zealand. We were one of the very few people going to 

bed that night. We had to leave early to head to Wellington to catch the ferry to South 

Island, about which I will tell you next time. 

Jennifer 

A TRIBUTE TO PETER HARPER 

Those who are led by the spirit of God are Sons of God (Romans 8: 14 NIV). 

It seemed incredible to me when I read in the Link that Peter Harper had been a fully 

accredited Local Preacher for over fifty five years and I have yet to hear him preach! (By 

way of clarification Joyce is not a regular attender at Methodist services and is 

expressing her regret at lack of opportunity to hear Peter rather than suggesting Peter 

has been slacking!—Ed). I was so disappointed when he said he did not wish to be given 

any more preaching appointments. However, he said that he will step in when needed, 

at short notice if possible. Please let us know when this happens Peter and, God willing, 

we will be there! And most definitely when the Roll is called up yonder!! 

We are bound to one another 
When our lives are hid in Christ. 
We are a sister or a brother 
Since we share a common tryst. 
As members of the body of our Lord 
Rich fellowship is our reward. 
(Words by Commissioner Harry Read of the Salvation Army.) 

Joyce Wood 

 A THOUGHT TO PONDER 

“Riches, power and fame last only for a few years! Why do people cling so desperate-
ly to these transitory things? Why can’t people who have more than they need for 
themselves give that surplus to their fellow citizens? Why should some people have 
such a hard time during their few years on this earth?” 

Anne Frank (diary entry, 1944) 
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WHAT IS THE POINT OF METHODISM?  

An eight-part series on Methodist identity today by John S. Summerwill 

4. Methodists thinking 
 
John Wesley was an academic and a polymath. His main source of income in the early 
years of his ministry was his salary as a fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford. His 
publications were extensive and extraordinarily various, including not only Bible 
commentaries, sermons, essays, articles, hymn books and his monumental Journal, but 
also books on natural history, electricity, medicine and foreign language grammars. He 
wanted all of his preachers to be well-read, so he published for them, at cheap prices, 
a 50-volume library of condensed religious works by a wide range of mainly recent 
European authors, including ones he had translated himself from French, German, 
Spanish or Latin. John and Charles sometimes conversed with each other in Greek. 
John thus set a trend in Methodism that admired scholarship, embraced new thinking, 
and saw theology and science as partners in the unveiling of the secrets of God’s 
Universe. Being learners as members of a class was part of Methodist identity. 

The Wesleyan stream of Methodism has sought to follow that trend, and Methodism 
has a tradition that is proud of its scholarship and determined to ensure that those 
who preach and minister should be intellectually equipped to do so, as well as being 
people of faith and ‘warmed hearts’. Local preachers undergo a quite rigorous training 
course over a period of usually two or three years in which they engage in critical study 
of the Bible, theology and worship, with a smattering of ethics, and learn how to apply 
that knowledge in organising services, selecting hymns, composing prayers and writing 
sermons. The level of study is roughly equivalent to that of a degree foundation 
course. Presbyteral ministers must be local preachers first, and their college training 
takes them further and wider in theological and pastoral Biblical studies, for a degree if 
they have the capacity, or a higher degree if they have already graduated. 

Half a century ago the Methodist Church had theological colleges for training ministers 
at Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Headingley, Manchester and Richmond, a 
missionary college at Selly Oak, a deaconess college at Ilkley, and Cliff College for 
training lay evangelists, as well as two teacher training colleges in London and Oxford. 
The Connexional Study Centre ran correspondence courses for anyone who wanted to 
learn more of the Bible, theology, church history and even New Testament Greek. 
Many of the staff of the colleges, and circuit ministers too, were scholars of 
international renown who contributed to non-denominational academic journals as 
well as Methodist ones. The Epworth Press published many excellent books to support 
preachers. 

The collapse of that framework for Methodist theological education has been 
catastrophic. All of the colleges have closed except Cliff and Wesley House, Cambridge, 
which is no longer supported by the Methodist Church. We have no theological journal 
or publishing house able to produce anything of substance. We do still provide training 
for local preachers locally and for presbyters and deacons in ecumenical institutions 
such as The Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham (the former Handsworth). Some see 
great benefit in ecumenical rather than denominational training. What is inevitably  
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missing from it is the experience of living immersed in a thoroughly Methodist 
environment for a few impressionable years, which gave previous generations of 
ministers and teachers a strong sense of their Methodist identity, a clear 
understanding of its distinctiveness, and a grasp and love of the richness of their 
Methodist heritage. All these are now at risk. The only institutions able to maintain a 
Methodist identity are the very few independent schools, like Ashville College and 
Woodhouse Grove, and a handful of Methodist controlled primary schools, of which 
the only one in our District is in Wakefield. 

One reason why we have come to this is that not all Methodists value theological 
education. In the 19th century the Primitive Methodist tradition and some ‘Low Church’ 
Wesleyans provided training only reluctantly, fearing that college education would ruin 
a good man by sowing doubts. The evangelical tradition has often been scornful of the 
uselessness of theological speculation and insisted that Methodism has been at its 
strongest when relatively uneducated preachers of strong faith and passionate 
conviction have preached the simple gospel to common folk in common language. One 
needs no qualification to share one’s love of Jesus with one’s neighbours. After all, 
Jesus was no scholar, and his disciples had no qualifications. The anti-intellectual strain 
in Methodism is still very much alive. It not infrequently manifests itself in would-be 
local preachers who think that undergoing a training course is a waste of time and a 
hindrance to their ministry. Fortunately, most discover that the more they learn, the 
more they realise how much they need to learn!  

As with many other aspects of Methodism, therefore, there is a huge diversity among 
the membership and leadership in terms of the depth and breadth of their intellectual 
grasp of the Christian faith and diversity too in the perspectives from which they view 
it. At one end of a spectrum are a small minority of fundamentalists who hold the 
scriptures to be verbally inspired and infallible. They reject evolutionary theory and 
embrace Creationism. This stance tends to be associated with belief in the historicity of 
all Biblical miracles, including the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection, and with a 
literalistic understanding of Jesus’ death as a substitutionary, atoning sacrifice. Many 
who support the basis of faith of the Evangelical Alliance have given up on the 
Methodist Church, finding it too liberal, and broken away to form the Free Methodist 
Churches. Others hold on as members of Methodist Evangelicals Together, seeking to 
influence the Church in a more evangelical direction, with some success. 

At the other end of the spectrum Methodism includes Radical Methodists like John 
Vincent of Sheffield, who would sell up all buildings and reconstitute the Church as a 
network of cells or housegroups, like the Wesleys’ Holy Club in Oxford or the 1st 
century Christians. Methodism also includes members of the Progressive Christian 
Network and others who sympathise with their sceptical approach to much of the 
Bible, especially the Old Testament, and desire to discard most of the legacy of 
traditional theology, liturgy and hymns and replace them with modern (or 
postmodern), rational, contemporary alternatives.  

Between these extremes, and probably forming the majority of Methodists, are people 
we might call liberal traditional moderates, who want to preserve the best of the 
Methodist and Christian inheritance and marry it to new understandings and ways of 
worship suited to our age. For the most part they see no conflict between religion and  



19 

science and embrace both; they may or may not believe in Biblical miracles, not 
making much of an issue of it either way; they are sceptical about the sort of claims 
about modern miracles that Catholics make, not expecting dramatic divine 
interventions that breach the natural order; they think that the traditional language 
of religion is pictorial, symbolic, metaphorical, and not to be taken too literally; they 
welcome scholarship that helps to interpret the Bible in simple ways and make its 
message relevant to everyday life; far more important to them than knowledge or 
tradition, scripture and theology, is a simple, living faith in Christ as saviour and 
example, and a commitment to following him in love of God and love of neighbour; in 
short, the faith they call Christianity is completely unlike anything that Richard 
Dawkins would recognise by that name! 

The ability of the Methodist Church to hold together such a diversity of views is really 
rather remarkable. It is not unique: other majority denominations do so also. 
Nevertheless, there is a difference. Anglican parish churches, for example, tend to 
have a particular and enduring character—such as Anglo-Catholic, evangelical or 
‘broad’—and to employ only clergy of the same tradition. The URC likewise are 
served mainly by one minister who works within the expectations and outlook of the 
church that employs him or her. In both the choice of hymns and music is usually 
mainly in the hands of the organist or choirmaster. Methodist churches, however, are 
part of a circuit which is served by a team of ministers and an even larger team of 
local preachers, all of whom are free as individuals to preach, lead worship and select 
hymns as they wish. These churches can therefore experience a wide range of 
thought and outlook, depending on who they have in those teams. Although the 
minister in pastoral charge, who chairs the Church Council, tends to have a strong 
influence, it is not for long. Invitations are for only five years in the first instance, and 
renewals are for short periods. The result is that Methodist churches everywhere do 
have a certain common identity and similarity of style and outlook, regardless of their 
size, and a remarkable tolerance of the idiosyncrasies of their ever-changing 
kaleidoscope of preachers.  

The enormous reduction in Methodist sponsorship of theological scholarship has 
serious implications for the future of the Methodist Church. Over-simplification of the 
gospel comes at a cost, for what appeals to the non-intellectual will fail to satisfy the 
minds of the inquisitive. We lament the lack of young people in our churches and 
may suppose that the young are no longer interested in religion. Yet Religious Studies 
as a GCSE and A-level subject is popular and thriving as never before. RE teachers 
know that teenagers are still as keen as ever to discuss the big questions about God, 
religious experience, suffering and evil, right and wrong, and these are the content of 
their courses. How has it come about that few Methodist churches are able any more 
to meet their need? We may ask whether a church can survive, let alone grow, if it 
lacks intellectual substance in its preaching and hymns and lacks opportunities for 
people to be challenged and educated together in small groups so that they can 
deepen their understanding and grow in wisdom. We cannot reach out in mission if 
we are not confident in our grasp of our faith and assured that we have something of 
value to offer. 

John Summerwill 
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WHO’S WHO 

Ministers   Rev. Dr Daniel Mwailu  2681757 

Church Stewards   Anne Millett   2666910 

     Pat Brooke   2678506 

     Betty Ashton   2935832 

     Daphne Barton  2664999 

     Jan Sanders   2933700 

     Jenny Dalton   2934588 

     Ruth Albiges   2665482 

     Val Faint   2663433 

Church Council Secretary  Susan Philo   2685204 

Church Treasurer   Alan Wittrick   2613392 

Treasurer’s Assistant   Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Senior Property Steward  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Senior Communion Steward Val Faint   2663433 

Room Bookings (long term) J Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Room Bookings (one-off )  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Junior Church Contact  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Pastoral Secretaries   Kathy Benson   2941059 

     Val Faint   2663433  

Worship Consultation  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Organist/Lidgett Singers  David Wilks   2932960 

Car Rota Organiser   John Wells   2661952 

Church Notices   Pat Brooke   2678506 

Editor of The Link   Stanley Pearson  2736463 
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Benevolent Fund Secretary   Barbara Holmes   2686499 

Christian Aid Organiser  Heather Fry    2933784 

Churches Together Rep  Barbara Belsham   2737192 

Link Distribution Manager  Joyce Toms    2933693 

Church Flowers   Margaret Lee    2663876 

House Groups   Margaret Mattocks   2668727 

     Stanley Pearson   2736463 

     Gerry Leake    2664856 

Stewardship Envelopes  Paul Nolan    2663160 

Gift Aid Secretary   Garth White    2730313 

Ladies Group Secretaries  Lynne Pullein    2665303 

     Margaret Huskisson   2666781 

Badminton    Jackie Bennett   2684914 

Church Walking Group  Peter Harper    2662310 

Drama Group    Carol Russell     2698341 

Simply Stitching   Audrey Gabbitas   2664979 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  Pat Nolan     2663160 

Church Cleaning   Angela Bowers   07749877933 

3rd Roundhay Brownies  Jan Ridsdale    2684873 

Candy Stripes    Office     2757697 

Play Centre Group   Jeanette Bartle    07985569146 

Toddler Group (Thursday)  lidgettparktodds@hotmail.co.uk 
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FLORENCE HAIR 

FASHIONS 

A Wella Premier Salon 
· Open Monday to Saturday Weekly 
· Perming, Colouring and Styling specialists 
· Competitive rates for Senior Citizens 
· Special Prices for children 
· Registered Hairdressers – of course! 
· Client Parking 
· Friendly and Helpful Experts 
Do you have a problem with transport or mobility? We operate an 
entirely free of charge collection service each Thursday and Friday. 
We pick you up and take you home again! 
Is this what you are looking for from your hair specialists? Then why 
not give us a call? Or leave a message on our after hours voice mail 
and we’ll get back to you! 

Do give us a try – you won’t regret it! 

145 Easterly Road 
Leeds LS8 2RY. 
0113 2402 556 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. Cautious and tired (5)  Weary: wary  E 

2. Not keen on poetry (6)  Averse: verse  A 

3. Pal is a demon (6)  Friend: fiend  R 

4. Creamy cheese is short-lived (5)  Brief: brie  F 

5. Fish operates in hospital (8)  Sturgeon: surgeon  T 

6. Hidden but apparent (6)  Covert: overt  C 

7. Be jealous of ambassador (5)  Envoy: envy  O 

8. Rule or quit (6)  Resign: reign  S    SEACROFT 

 

Fred Langley 
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